
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24th October 2013 

 

Guidelines from Lambeth on Child Protection  

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We regularly receive information from Lambeth about child safeguarding and it was felt that we 

should share this information with you. At Sudbourne School, we have a duty of care for all of our 

pupils and we take this responsibility very seriously. Child protection and safeguarding form a core 

part of this responsibility.   

 

In order to assist schools in managing this responsibility, the Local Authority issues guidelines, for 

the benefit of parents and carers, explaining the boundary between ‘reasonable punishment’ and 

abuse.  

 

We know that the vast majority of our pupils are not at any risk of abuse or physical harm in the 

home. Our school is one where parents and carers work together with us to keep our children safe, 

happy and thriving. However, in order to ensure that we have done all we can to help safeguard our 

pupils, we would like to share the Local Authority’s guidance with you.  

 

We are legally bound to report to Social Services any incident where we believe a child may have 

been harmed or abused.  

 

The guidance attached is focused on smacking and what might constitute the difference between an 

acceptable smack and a physical assault or abuse. 

 

We would like to thank all our parents and carers for their continued support and hope that you find 

this information useful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Milan Stevanovic 

Headteacher 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reasonable Punishment 
Information for Parents/Carers 
 

The following is information from Lambeth’s Education Authority on ‘reasonable punishment.’  
 

 
Can I smack my child? 
 

Smacking a child is usually an outlet for a parent/carer’s frustration and done in the heat of the 

moment.  It is not a helpful way of influencing a child’s behaviour.  

 

It has little long-lasting positive effect. It is safer and more helpful to notice and reward a child’s 

positive behaviour so as to encourage acceptable behaviours.  

 

Smacking often has to increase in severity to have the same impact on a growing child – this may 

be where the thin line between smacking and hitting can be crossed. 

 

Smacking, if used, must: 

 only be on non-vulnerable parts of the body: hands/legs/ buttocks 

 applied with an open hand (no kicking, or punching) 

 not leave welts, marks, cuts or bruises   

 

If any adults use an implement - belt, slipper, wooden spoon, broom etc. - this is always assault. 

These adults may be open to prosecution.  Please note that schools must inform social services if 

they are under the belief that such an assault has taken place. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The law 
Parents/carers are not allowed to physically harm or otherwise abuse their children irrespective of any 
individual, religious, or cultural beliefs. Abuse of children cannot be justified on cultural or religious 
grounds. 
 

Definition of Reasonable Punishment of a Child (s58 Children Act 2004) 
(1) In relation to any offence specified in subsection (2), battery of a child cannot be justified on the 

ground that it constituted reasonable punishment. 
(2) The offences referred to in subsection (1) are- 

(a) an offence under s18 or 20 of Offences against the Persons Act 1861(c.100)(wounding and causing 
grievous bodily harm); 

(b) an offence under s47 of that Act (assault occasioning actual bodily harm); 
(c) an offence under s1 of Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (c.12)(cruelty to a person under 16) 

(3) Battery of a child causing actual bodily harm to the child cannot be justified in any civil proceedings on 
the ground that it constituted reasonable punishment. 

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) “actual bodily harm” has the same meaning as it has for the 
purposes of s47 Offences against the Persons Act 1861. 

 

Notes: 
The maximum punishment in law for the above offences is: 
(a):  Life Imprisonment  (b):  Five years imprisonment  (c):  A fine plus ten years imprisonment 
 

Common Assault and Actual Bodily Harm (ABH) 
 

The differentiating factor between Common Assault and ABH is the degree of injury. 
 

The definition of ABH is an injury which is more than “transient” or “trifling” therefore where the hurt 
inflicted is calculated to interfere with health or comfort such as; loss of teeth, temporary loss of senses, 
extensive bruising, broken nose, minor fractures and/or cuts requiring medical attention (stitches). 
 

Matters that may ordinarily considered to be common assault may be escalated to ABH where any injury 
sustained is more than a “reddening of the skin” and may have aggravating features such as vulnerability, 
disability and/or adult on child assault. 
 

Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) 
 

Is described by: Permanent disability or loss of senses / Compound fractures / Substantial loss of blood / 
Injuries resulting in lengthy treatment / Injuries which are more than minor permanent disfigurement. 


